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What is an SEP?

• IDEM’s goal is for all regulated entities to be in full compliance with federal 
and state environmental regulations.

• However, regulated entities occasionally find themselves the subject of an 
enforcement action for a violation of these regulations.

• Typically, IDEM and the respondent negotiate an Agreed Order (AO) to 
resolve the violations. As part of the negotiation of the AO, the respondent 
may elect to conduct a Supplemental Environmental Project (SEP).

• SEPs are projects that are voluntarily undertaken by a respondent in 
enforcement to actively improve, protect, or reduce risks to public health 
or the environment.

• Respondents conducting an IDEM-approved SEP may offset some portion 
(typically up to 80%) of the gravity-based civil penalty assessed for the 
violation.



GLLA SEP Opportunity in a Nutshell

• Respondents undergoing enforcement may offset up to 80% of the gravity-
based civil penalty by contributing a cash match to a Great Lakes Legacy 
Act (GLLA) sediment remediation project within the Grand Calumet River 
Area of Concern (AOC).

• SEP has been pre-approved by IDEM, with AO templates and an 
Information Sheet available for interested respondents.

• Should a respondent elect to participate in the SEP, IDEM will work with 
GLNPO to conduct invoicing.



GLLA SEP – Information Sheet

• Standard IDEM Information Sheet template –
approximately 2 pages in length.

• Provides respondents information on:

– Background on SEPs, Great Lakes AOC, 
Grand Calumet River AOC, AOC Remedial 
Action Plan (RAP), and the GLLA.

– Roles previous regulatory settlements have 
played in supporting RAP goals.

– AOC restoration accomplishments.

– How contributing to Grand Calumet River 
GLLA projects as a SEP benefits the 
community.

– Resources for additional information.


